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Pennsylvania Don Eichhorn Schools: Schools to Watch
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School Characteristics and Replicable Practices

Academic Excellence

· ALL students partake in a rich and rigorous academic program. 
· “Instructional Focus of the Month” emphasizes critical learning strategies in all classrooms.
· Technology resources expand students’ ability to interact with all aspects of the curriculum.
· Interdisciplinary “Read Across the Curriculum” initiative brings literature to all subject areas. 
· Research projects foster curriculum integration and prepare students for life-long learning. 
· Teachers use many data points to target instruction.
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Cedarbrook Middle School
Developmental Responsiveness

· The team structure, including teachers, counselor, gifted support teacher and grade principal, provides support and encouragement for every student.
· Cross-curricular research projects foster deep understanding of subject matter. 
· Academic programs and literature emphasize connections to the real world.
· Authentic instructional materials recognize and celebrate our diverse student body. 
· Rich menu of co-curricular activities provide opportunities for multi-faceted learning and enjoyment.
· Extensive and exemplary service projects unite students with the larger community.
· Students actively participate in conferences with teachers, counselors and parents.
Social Equity

· Counselors, teachers and administrators provide multiple opportunities for students to achieve success. 
· Inclusion practices, including co-teaching paired with co-planning, support heterogeneous learning environments.
· Students understand and appreciate many cultures as they learn within a diverse environment. 
· The cultural and linguistic composition of the faculty mirrors the school population.
·  “School of Honor” principles guide clear and consistent school rules. 
· School based activities and the curriculum value civility, service, and democratic citizenship. 
Organizational Support

· Highly defined master schedule provides a wide variety of learning experiences within the school day.
· Stakeholders play a significant part in every child’s success.   
· Professional Learning Communities provide time for teachers to reflect upon and improve their practice.
· Innovative programs and technology refresh and refine instructional tactics
· Vertical articulation and transition programs support students as they commence to the next school. 
· During the yearly Student Achievement Forum, teachers and administrators systematically review and evaluate all programs. 
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Cedarbrook Middle School








2006-09 School Statistics


(Source: DRC)





Community: Size/characteristics


Enrollment: 700


Grade Levels: 7 and 8


School Schedule: 8 period day plus Activity Period





Student Demographics


3%	 Hispanic


43% White


47% African American


0%	Filipino


7%	Asian


0%	Pacific Islander





19% Free/Reduced Lunch


.006% English Learners





2006 AYP: Met 25/25


2007 AYP: Met 25/25


2008 AYP: Not met 24/25


2009 AYP: Met 25/25
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