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School Characteristics and Replicable Practices
Academic Excellence
· Rigorous Curriculum Aligned to SC Standards
· Instructionally Oriented Culture
· Extensive Data Analysis

· Plethora of Classroom Technology

· Six Period Day

· Academic Enrichment for All Students

· Before and After School Programs
· Writing in the Content Areas

· GRIP – Grade Recovery Improvement Program

· AVID – National Demonstration Site 

· Software: My Access, Reading Plus, Compass

· Special Education Inclusion

· School Wide Vision: SOARING 
Continued)

South Carolina Schools to Watch
                                                            Page 2

Southwood Middle
Developmental Responsiveness
· Rigor, Relevance, and RELATIONSHIPS
· JAG Club – Southwood Ambassadors
· TAG – Teacher Advisory Groups

· Teacher Mentors for At-Risk Students

· Eighth Grade Student Mentors for Sixth Grade Students

· Recycling Program
· Celebrations and Awards Ceremonies

· Student Led Book Clubs

· Career Development – Lunch Bunch

· Service Learning – Angel Tree

· Camp Southwood – Fifth Grade Orientation

· FUN (Family Unity Nights)
· School Nurse, Mental Health Counselor, Psychologist, Resource Officer

· School Dances

· Student Performances

· SC Red Carpet School

Social Equity

· School Of Promise
· Failure Is Not an Option

· Heterogeneous Classes

· High Academic and Behavioral Expectations for ALL Students

· School Purchased Binders, Pencil Pouches, and Agendas for All Students

· AVID Philosophy School wide

· Student Centered Instruction

· Related Arts Program Supports Core Academic Classes

· Student Recognition

· Friday Read About It

· Weekly Staff Development

· Interscholastic Athletics – Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Cheerleading

· Spanish Interpreter

· ESL Teacher

· Faculty and Staff Athlete Sponsors

· Breakfast in the Classrooms

· Before and After School Program Transportation

Organizational Support
· School Wide Vision – SOARING to Greater Heights
· Lessons from the Geese – We are a team helping each other SOAR

· Shared Leadership

· Six, Sixty Minute Periods

· Vertical Teaming

· Math and Literacy Coaches

· District Approved Curriculum and Pacing Guides

· Extensive Data Analysis

· School Messenger Calling System

· Higher Education Partnerships

· Teacher Web Sites

· School Leadership Team

· Strong District Office Support
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2007-09 School Statistics








Community: Inner-city


Enrollment: 479


Grade Levels: 6-8


School Schedule: 6 Periods





Student Demographics


     2.3 %	Hispanic


     34.8%	White


60.8%	African American


       2.1%          Other


88.5%	Free/Reduced Lunch


2.5%	English Learners








2006 AYP:  Met    9/19


2007 AYP:  Met  16/21


2008 AYP:  Met  16/21


2009 AYP:  Met  20/21 














