Session Information Accurate as of May 28, 2010.  Subject to change.
9:00 – 10:30 am Thursday, June 24, 2010
Schools to Watch Networking Session

All Conference Attendees Welcome?
Hosted by the National Forum’s STW Steering Committee and the New Jersey STW Team

Location: Salon A-C

10:45 – 11:45 am Thursday, June 24, 2010
Advocacy Training for STW Schools (2010 New and Redesignated I & II)
Location: Salon A-C

1:00 – 3:00 pm Thursday, June 24, 2010
Session A: Professional Learning in the Learning Profession
Organization: National Staff Development Council 

Location: Salon A
Presenter: Joellen Killion
Description: Professional Learning in the U.S. lags behind teacher development in other countries whose students outperform U.S. students on international exams. Based on research conducted by Stanford University, the National Staff Development Council is taking action to increase the likelihood that all teachers experience collaborative, job-embedded professional learning that follows a cycle of continuous improvement which occurs at schools and places teachers in leadership roles. Learn how your school’s professional learning aligns with the new definition of professional learning. 
Session B: What Works? What Doesn’t? Shaping Middle School Reform – Make Your Voice Heard  

Organization: The College Board 

Location: Salon B
Presenters: Patricia Renner and Donna Flynn
Description: Recognizing that middle schools play a critical role in overall student achievement and success, the College Board is interested in getting feedback from middle school experts on its district reform model and how it could be improved to meet the unique challenges of middle schools. During this session, participants will review the College Boards’ District Reform model and be asked to share their ideas, recommendations and best practices regarding middle school reform and improvement. 
4:30 pm Thursday, June 24, 2010
Exibits Open

Location: 2nd Floor Common Areas/Hallways

5:30 pm Thursday, June 24, 2010
Reception
Location: 2nd Floor Common Areas/Hallways
6:30 – 9:30 pm Thursday, June 24, 2010
Gala Dinner and Awards Ceremony

Keynote Address: Trish Williams, EdSource

Location: Grand Ballroom - 2nd Floor
8:30 – 9:30 am Friday, June 25, 2010

Session 101: Finding Direction Through the Numbers – Improving a School by Putting Data in the Hands of Teachers
Strand: AE/DR

School to Watch: Heritage Grove Middle School, IL
Location: Salon A

Presenters: Steve Diveley and Marc Campbell

Description: Does putting data in the hands of teachers make a difference in student achievement? By using different types of data, direction in many areas can be determined.  Case studies for the improvement of student behavior and academic achievement will be shared. Brainstorming other ideas for the use of numbers available in all schools will be part of this discussion. Key elements of success are: Training staff to work with numbers, assisting with the analysis and conclusion of the numbers, and implementing real ideas with timely follow up. 

Session 102: The Transformation of an Inner-City School: No Hay Pobrecitos en Granger!

Strand: OS

School to Watch: Granger Junior High School, CA 
Location: Salon B

Presenters: Mary Rose Peralta, Derrick Almero, Lisa Burgess, and Maria Galleher

Description: Learn how a 2010 CA STW- serving a largely Hispanic, socioeconomically disadvantaged, English Learner student population developed a system that raised the school-wide API more than 150 points in five years and ultimately transformed the school and community by increasing options for students, thereby reducing the neighborhood gang presence. The elements of the system will be shared, including targeted, mandated and comprehensive after-school support; instructional routines that promote student achievement; and comprehensive use of time and resources.
Session 103: Interventions for Success!
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Canyon Middle School, CA 
Location: Salon C

Presenters: Annie Flores-Aikey, Patricia Wright, and Kathy Huemoeller

Description: We’ve overhauled our master schedule to respond to the needs of our 1,355 students. Teachers no longer stay after school for interventions that kids don’t attend. We offer many safety nets built into the school day, for an increase in homework turned in, decrease in suspensions and higher student achievement.

Session 104: It’s All about Making Connections

Strand: DR/SE

School to Watch: Roosevelt Middle School, NJ
Location: Salon D

Presenters: Frank Corrado, Lionel Hush, and Kim Carissimo

Description: This presentation will focus on the important connections that can take place in middle schools each day.  These connections for teachers and administrators create a building atmosphere conducive to positive learning experiences.  Recognized as a 2009 NJSTW, Roosevelt Middle School’s “P.A.C.E.”  program will be highlighted.
Session 105: Similar Middle Grades Students, Different Results: Why Some Schools Do Better

Strand: SS

Organization: EdSource

Location: Salon E

Presenters: Trish Williams and Mary Perry
Description: EdSource, in collaboration with faculty from Stanford University, conducted a large-scale study of middle grades practices in California and their relationship to student outcomes on 6th-8th grade California Standardized Tests in English Language Arts, Math, and Algebra. This EdSource study, released in February 2010, is based on extensive surveys of 303 principals; 3,752 ELA and Math 6-8th grade teachers; and 157 superintendents of districts throughout the state. The research identifies effective practices and policies that differentiate higher from lower performing schools after controlling for student background.  This study of the middle grades is the largest of its kind ever conducted and can be found at http://www.edsource.org/middle-grades-study.html.
Session 106: Instructional Best Practices that Promote Academic Excellence

Strand
: PW
Organization:
Adams Educational Consulting, CA
Location: Salon F

Presenter: Julie Adams

Description: 
Do you want to increase student engagement and boost comprehension?  Learn effective pre-during and post instructional strategies that work across all content areas to bridge the achievement gap.  Emphasis will be placed on scaffolding the strategies to meet the needs of your mixed-ability classes.  Free handouts!
Session 107: Using Google Docs to Support Your PLC
Strand
: OS
Organization:
 California League of Middle Schools & Education Technology for Life, CA
Location: Salon G

Presenter: Mark Wagner

Description:
Take your professional learning community to the next level by using Google Docs to collaborate with colleagues. Easily create, edit, share, and publish documents, including spreadsheets and presentations - all online. This session includes proven strategies for creating common assessments, sharing best practices, supporting student subgroups, and capturing data for analysis.
Session 108: We Did It in the City: The Urban Struggle for Middle Grades Reform 
Strand
: OS
School to Watch: Chicago Public Schools 
Location: Salon H

Presenters: Gina Grant and Marietta Beverly
Description: Join this dynamic team from Chicago through its journey to transform the organizational structures of traditional K-8 schools into middle grades learning communities through Opportunity, Wisdom and Leadership. Participants will learn how a large urban district supported and fostered a path to exemplary status through the development of teacher leaders.

Session 109: Flexible Scheduling for Middle School Success

Strand: OS

School to Watch: Coopersville Middle School, MI 
Location: Salon J

Presenters: Ryan Pfahler and Kim Zdybel 

Description: Coopersville has been sited in a book titled “How RTI Works in Secondary Schools” for their creative scheduling allowing time for student interventions, child study and PLC. This session will share ideas for developing a flexible schedule each year that best services the needs of middle school students. 

Session 110: Academics + Advocacy + Collaboration = Achievement for ALL
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Cedarbrook Middle School, PA 
Location: Salon K

Presenters: Iris Parker and Sarah Putterman

Description: Cedarbrook Middle School proudly serves 7th and 8th grade students in the diverse community of Cheltenham Township.  Interdisciplinary, technology-assisted, data driven instruction engages students by challenging each to think deeply and respond critically to all subject matter.  As a faculty, we constantly evaluate and reflect on our practice to guarantee continuous improvement, especially as we strive to eliminate our achievement gap.  Our “Advocacy for All” philosophy ensures that all staff members demand high academic performance from each individual student.  Join with us as we discuss how our culture of creativity and collaboration has enabled the entire community to support and nurture the social, emotional, and intellectual well-being of our students.  Learn how we collectively develop methods to identify our needs, respond appropriately, and evaluate our effectiveness as we march toward excellence. 

Session 111: Building a Basis for Academic Excellence through Scheduling and Time Management

Strand: OS

School to Watch: Bay Trail Middle School, NY 
Location: Salon I

Presenters: Winton Buddington and Amy Wilson

Description: Bay Trail Middle School, a 2010 School to Watch, will share their successes and struggles with creating a master schedule that provides students time to meet rigorous academic standards as well as time for staff to work with colleagues on data analysis to improve their practice.

Session 112: Academic Excellence:  Teachers and Students Focusing on LEARNING 
Strand: AE

School to Watch: Nagel Middle School, OH 

Location: Salon II

Presenters: Lori Crowe, Donna Lauver, and Pat Grove

Description: With a population nearing 1,200 7th and 8th graders at Nagel Middle School, the staff is dedicated to academic excellence through a variety of best practices that reach all learners.  This presentation will highlight how Nagel Middle School teachers and students are changing the norms of the classroom.   The presentation will be tiered into 3 levels.  The first level is changing the climate of your school to focus on academic excellence.  The second level is enriching professional development to enhance best teaching practices and finally moving both teachers and students towards 21st Century learning. 
Session 113: Academic Excellence through the Daily Use of Graphic Organizers
Strand: AE

School to Watch: Ocean City Intermediate School, NJ
Location: Salon III

Presenters: Pamela Vaughan, Karen Robertson, Mikenzie Helphenstine, and Joyce Wiesenthal

Description: Theory into Practice- how the use of graphic organizers will increase the percentile gain for effective learning and will explore the why and how to use them in a middle school classroom. Participants will leave with materials and resources to implement immediately.

10:00 – 11:00 am Friday, June 25, 2010
Session 201: How Schools Can Begin to Impact the Issue of Disproportionality

Strand: SE

School to Watch: Alton Middle School, IL 
Location: Salon A

Presenter: David Schwartz

Description: This session will focus on cultural relevance within the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports system at Alton Middle School.  Basic principles of culturally responsive behavioral interventions will be presented according to practical school applications.  These principles include fairness, early and tiered interventions, caring learning communities, and evidence-based interventions.  The principles will be supported through specific and current school data.

Session 202: A Laser Focus on Academic Excellence: Building an Intervention Program for Struggling Students
Strand: AE

School to Watch: St. Clare Walker Middle School, VA 
Location: Salon B

Presenters: James Lane and Tracy Seitz

Description: The LASER program was created as part of a tiered intervention model to address exactly how a school could provide support for students that were struggling, especially in the area of mathematics.   The school saw a nearly 40% rise in academic achievement after only one year of implementation in some grade levels.  The intervention model also provides mentoring and enrichment activities for students not identified in an intensive data-driven process for identifying struggling students.  Information will be presented about how to use data to drive decision-making and how to put that data into action in classrooms on a daily basis.

Session 203: From Worst to First:  How to Promote Academic Excellence by Applying Research-Based Strategies with Fidelity
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Granger Junior High School, CA
Location: Salon C

Presenters: Mary Rose Peralta, Susan Mitchell, Robert Bleisch, Derrick Almero, Lisa Burgess, Maria Galleher, Richard Grove, and Kevin Beiser

Description: Learn how a 2010 CA STW promotes academic excellence by ascribing to a set of classroom “routines,” all based on research, that promote student success, especially for English Learners—with fidelity.  In believing that all teachers are “literacy teachers first,” the teachers at Granger have infused developing academic language, promoting student discourse, encouraging student collaboration, and engaging all students with great results.  See how classrooms are set up and how these routines come to life in our classrooms!    

Session 204: Kill the “WABBIT” (Working Against Boundaries and Barriers in Teams)
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Conyers Middle School, GA 
Location: Salon D

Presenters: Maryland Nesmith, Sherrié Raymore, and Vanessa Carter

Description: This session delves into working in teams to evaluate data to determine what support or enhancement programs will best meet the needs of every student

Session 205: Using Classroom Performance Systems to Increase Student Engagement

Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Auburn Elementary, KY 

Location: Salon E
Presenter: Matthew Doucette

Description: Classroom Performance Systems allow teachers to engage every student in answering questions in a matter of seconds. Teachers and students are offered immediate feedback on their achievement allowing student needs and possible misconceptions to be addressed. Classroom Performance Systems can also be integrated with standards based assessments on Study Island.

Session 206: What Can You Really Get Done in Two Hours? -- Organizational Structures that Support Academic Excellence and Social Equity.  
Strand
: OS

School to Watch: Fort Herriman Middle School, UT 
Location: Salon F

Presenters: Rodney Shaw and Amber Zdunich

Description: Fort Herriman Middle School has worked non-stop for five years to implement best practices and to come up with a system to support students’ academic excellence.  In this workshop you will be given templates and suggestions on how to get your staff working together on curriculum, assessment and intervetion programs to support students.  

Session 207: Standards Based Grading in the Mathematics Classroom

Strand
: SE

School to Watch: North Oldham Middle School, KY 
Location: Salon G

Presenters: Jennifer Terry and Robb Smith

Description: Averages aren’t enough!  I want more information about my students!  In this session, participants will learn how to create and implement a standards-based grading system in a mathematics classroom.  Focus points will include the justification for standards-based, the instructional benefits, and an actual grade report for parents.
Session 208: Using Schools to Watch Model for Continual School Improvement

Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Lugoff-Elgin Middle School, SC 
Location: Salon H

Presenters: Dan Matthews and April Jacob

Description: In 2007, Lugoff-Elgin Middle School was named South Carolina’s first School to Watch. What has happened since then? Has winning the award changed the school? LEMS is now the first school in SC to be redesignated as a School to Watch. We have used STW as a model for school improvement. This session will track the improvements we have made since our initial designation so you can see how it can happen for your school!
Session 209: Making Magic in the Middle by Being Developmentally Responsive
Strand: DR

School to Watch: William Lenoir Middle School, NC 
Location: Salon J

Presenters: Pete Yount, Anna Crooke, and Kathy Lyday

Description: We strive to make our school developmentally responsive by meeting the physical, social, cognitive and moral needs of our students as well as incorporating the family and community in which we serve. We will share our best ideas, tips and practices which help us to make “magic” in our school.

Session 210: School -Wide Positive Behavior:  How The Pennsylvania Framework for Behavior Transformed Our School 

Strand
: SE

School to Watch: Donald H. Eichhorn Middle School, PA
Location: Salon K

Presenters: Tracy Krum, Heather Cronk, and John Aument

Description: The Donald H. Eichhorn Middle School (D.H.E.M.S.) is a model site for Pennsylvania’s School-Wide Positive Behavior (SWPB) Initiative.  Staff members have taken a proactive approach to discipline through the teaching of building expectations and rewarding positive behavior.  High achievement scores and low discipline referrals reflect the success of our positive school culture.
Session 211: I-Core Curriculum
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School, NY,
Location: Salon I

Presenters: Janice Reichert and Ellen McNally

Description:
Interdisciplinary Core (I-Core) is an innovative program broken into four distinct units: media, ethics. research and memoir. I-Core promotes nonfiction writing across several disciplines including ELA, Social Studies, Science, and Health.  An introduction to and overview/philosophy of the curriculum, as well as specific 'take away\ lessons, will be demonstrated throughout this session. 
Session 212: Student Led Conferences: Supporting the Learning Connection Between Parent and Child

Strand: AE/DR

School to Watch: Holland Middle School, NJ 
Location: Salon II

Presenters: Nancy Yard, Kathy Stannard, Sandy Ozgar, and Jenniffer Marycz

Description:  This presentation will provide many ideas and strategies for implementing student led conferences in your school district. View a student led conference, find ways to foster support for a student led conference, and learn ways to prepare the student to take a leadership role in the assessment process.
Session 214: SySTEMic Change Yields Academic Excellence 
Strand: AE

School to Watch: Kilbourne Middle School, OH 
Location: Salon IV
Presenters: Michael Miller and Brian Lord

Description: We hear much about 21st Century Skills and the need to prepare our students for the 21st century workforce.  Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education is in the national spotlight as a prescription for success.  But what is it?  How is it different from what we’ve always done?  How to you recognize it when you see it? This presentation will focus on STEM nuts and bolts. its pedagogy, what it looks like in the classroom, and the natural outcomes for students.  We will compare the traditional “silo” approach to the constructivist, problem-based, multidisciplinary STEM classroom, and discuss how it is possible to address multiple standards simultaneously.  Participants will receive a disk with STEM resources.

11:15 – 12:15 pm Friday, June 25, 2010
Session 301: FISHING into Student Developmental Responsiveness and Social Equity
Strand
: DR/SE
School to Watch: Evergreen Academy Middle School, IL 
Location: Salon B

Presenters: Debra Polak, Casey McLeod, and Carla Gurgone

Description: Develop personal responsiveness through engaging character building advisory activities using FISH! for Schools. FISH! for Schools aids in the development of the whole student as an engaged learner, teaches respect for diversity and creates a school community of respect where students are completely present for learning and for each other.

Session 302: Social Equity Defined – Merging Key Components of Rigor and Relevance and Differentiated Instruction to Create High Academic Expectations for All

Strand: SE

School to Watch: Fieldale-Collinsville Middle School, VA 
Location: Salon C

Presenters: Moriah Dollarhite, Ben Boone, Charles Byrd, Kathryn Ingram, and Katrina Perry

Description: Fieldale Collinsville Middle School has demonstrated academic success and social equity through the integration of differentiated classroom, rigorous and relevant curriculum, and data-driven decision making.  This presentation will focus on the key concepts vital to developing and sustaining a similar program within your school.

Session 303: Mastery Learning through Reading Strategies
Strand
AE

School to Watch: Reyburn Intermediate School, CA 
Location: Salon D

Presenters: Barry Jager and Kim Buendia 

Description: At Reyburn Intermediate School, student centered learning is an essential element of the academic learning environment.  Come explore the school’s mastery learning model which stresses a layered approach to using a Reading Strategies intensive course in order to provide an environment where all students can be successful in mind, body, and spirit.  
Session 304: Redesigning a Middle School Through The Lens of Social Equity
Strand
: SE

School to Watch: Decatur Middle School, IN 
Location: Salon E


Presenters: Mark Anderson, Sandy Feely, Lori Voss, Stacy Wineger, Nathan Davis, Jeffrey Spencer, Maren Jennings, and Amanda Warner
Description: Redesigning a middle school into the 21 century ensures every student will be successful in their educational career and future endeavors.  The framework for our redesign is based on social equity.  We will focus on how we began this process and steps we took in implementing it.

Session 305: Turning Points for the Global Age: Creating Academic Excellence for Each Student

Strand: PW

Organization: Asia Society Partnership for Global Learning

Location: Salon F

Presenters: Judith Conk and Gayle Andrews 

Description: Ten years have passed since the publishing of Turning Points 2000.  Major changes have occurred in the world. There are new competencies needed to be successful in this global age. These link directly to the Schools to Watch criteria. Young adolescents can be inspired by investigating the world, examining perspectives, communicating and taking action.  Hear how Turning Points 2000 forms the basis for this work and learn high leverage strategies for creating schools which will support all young adolescents in their quest for global competence.

Session 306: Beyond the Basics: Collaboration for Success
Strand: AE

School to Watch: South Hills Middle School, UT 
Location: Salon G

Presenters: Janette Milano, Dixie Crowther, and Mark Stanley

Description: Through our teaming structures and intervention strategies, South Hills Middle School has become a high performing middle grade school.  A system is in place to continuously set, report, and measure academic and behavioral goals.  Learn how we have built a collaborative culture that enables teachers to reach outside traditional methods, share ideas, establish common goals, and increase academic success.

Session 307: Going beyond Standards:  Using Developmentally Responsive Practices to Increase Student Achievement
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Chandler’s Elementary School, KY 
Location: Salon H

Presenters: Elisa Beth Brown, Sherrie Pryor, and Wendy Decker

Description: Chandler’s Middle School teachers will share their journey of learning to focus on the unique needs of early adolescent students.  Join and discover the story of how they changed one middle school from low-performing to one with higher test scores as a result of a balanced middle school program, heavily focused on developmentally responsive practices.   Program highlights include Response to Intervention, student choice, comprehensive services, and programs which give everyone an opportunity to have a unique middle school experience.

Session 308: Projects, Programs, Strategies, and a Schedule that Rotates? Wow! How Do We Do All of This? 

Strand
: OS

School to Watch: Indian Land Middle School, SC 
Location: Salon J

Presenters: David McDonald, Virginia Sorrow, Cindy Bush, Sherri Alston, Valisha Singleton, Kay Sehorn, and Tiffany Evans
Description: Join one of South Carolina’s Schools To Watch as they share strategies and initiatives enacted as a commitment to the Schools To Watch framework. The team will share how one school utilizes the criteria to develop innovative programs and projects designed to enhance the learning environment and promote sustained student achievement. 

Session 309: Organizational Strategies That Work
Strand
: OS

School to Watch: Broad Creek Middle School, NC
Location: Salon K

Presenters: Cathy Tomon, Laura Corraro, and Marylene Vines

Description: You will leave this session with organizational strategies to promote academic achievement within a positive school environment.   

Session 310: A Place to Grow
Strand
: All

School to Watch: Charleroi Middle School, PA 
Location: Salon I

Presenters: Mary Tickner, Vanessa DiCianna, Janet Desak, Howard Johnson, Marie Ripepi, and Tiffeni Furman 

Description: Our session will focus on how the Charleroi Area Middle School provides all the necessary elements for students to succeed.  We will spotlight our environmental theme with “No Child Left Inside”.  

Session 311: Together We Create Success
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Black River Middle School, NJ 
Location: Salon II

Presenters: Robert Mullen, Rebecca Keane, and Lois McCarthy

Description: At Black River Middle School, staff and students share the challenge of creating a connected community of learners where diverse abilities and backgrounds are supported and celebrated.  A house system, advisory program, activity period, and professional learning communities are part of our collaborative approach to be a 21st Century School.

Session 312: PDP Cornell Notes-The Foundational School-Wide "Best Practice"
Strand
: PW
Orgainzation:
 Adams Educational Consulting, CA 
Location: Salon III
 

Presenter: Julie Adams

Description:
Do you think you know Cornell Notes?  Learn from a Nationally Board Certified teacher how to teach note-taking across all content areas to all ability levels.  Whether you use a math textbook, fiction novels, lecture or scientific experiments, this is one strategy you cannot afford to adopt school-wide!
Session 314: 21 Century Skills with One-to-One Laptop School
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Beachwood Middle School, OH 
Location: Salon IV

Presenter: Linda LoGalbo

Description: Learn about Beachwood Middle School’s long standing history as a 1-to-1 laptop school for the last seven years.  Presenters will be discussing the 21st century skills that Beachwood students are acquiring and implementing with this program.  We will highlight the student work using the 21st Century skills model.

12:15 – 1:15 pm Friday, June 25, 2010
Luncheon/Awards Ceremony (Redesignation I & II Schools)

1:15 – 2:15 pm Friday, June 25, 2010
Keynote Address by Dr. Sharon Faber: Achieving Excellence and Reaching All Learners
2:30 – 3:30 pm Friday, June 25, 2010
Session 401: PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports)
Strand
: OS

School to Watch: Sam Rotolo Middle School, IL 
Location: Salon A

Presenters: Kelley Thompson and CaraLeigh Heidgen

Description: This session will present the components of PBIS and its origin.  Specific data from Sam Rotolo Middle School will show how the PBIS committee made decisions about how/where to start implementing the system.  The presentation will then move into the specifics of how the program was launched with staff and students at the school.  Finally, a brief review of how implementation data will point future PBIS direction.  

Session 402: Attaining Academic Excellence through Collaborative Content Teams
Strand: AE

School to Watch: River Bend Middle School, VA 
Location: Salon B

Presenters: Bennett Lacy, Brenda Patton, and Jarrod Dungan

Description: In this session, participants will learn how River Bend Middle School uses content teams to improve student achievement.  It will include an overview of the manner in which these teams collaborate during shared planning time to design lessons and create common formative assessments for learning.  The session will also reveal how this process is monitored by the administrative team.

Session 403: Peer Mentoring – A Course for Character Development
Strand
: SE

School to Watch: Mistletoe School, CA 
Location: Salon C

Presenters: Kristine Wagner, Amanda Deedon, Jana Hult, and Heather Armelino

Description: Learn how to build a cross-age peer mentoring program that positively motivates students to achieve while enhancing a safe school climate  This model instills positive sportsmanship behavior and conflict management skills; students are ‘ability tested’ in math, science, humanities, art, communication skills, problem solving, and cooperation.  This is a community-based program that supports physical education, and can be adapted to fit varied classroom arrangements.  

Session 404: Building Successful Students Using Lab Classes
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Robert A. Taft Middle School, IN 
Location: Salon D

Presenters: Ashley Cotton, Melanie McClure, and Sarah Smenyak

Description: This presentation focuses on how one school devised and implemented new classes designed around core curriculum and project-based learning to improve academic achievement.  Presenters will discuss how lab classes enrich student learning and the importance of collaboration for successful implementation.

Session 405: PLAs for PLCs!
Strand: PW

Organization: California Department of Education, CA
Location: Salon E

Presenters: Ellen Ringer

Description: The California Department of Education's Taking Center Stage--Act II (TCSII) has been recognized as a premier middle grades Web portal. Providing current and relevant information on teaching, leading, and the young adolescent, it is particularly useful as a tool while planning professional development. Professional learning activities (PLA) are offered on a number of topics from nationally recognized presenters and researchers and is offered as a free resource to support professional learning communities. The PLAs include framing questions, thought-provoking suggestions, and ways to adapt ready-to-use modules. Explore the cost effectiveness of utilizing PLAs that can be customized to best fit your own local professional development needs.
Session 406: Soaring to Academic Excellence through RtI
Strand: AE

School to Watch: Cedar Middle School, UT 
Location: Salon F

Presenters: Kasey Reese, Regina Weeks, and Kendall Benson

Description: Cedar Middle School has implemented a systematic RtI Model that is designed to improve every students reading comprehension. RtI employs research-based interventions to individualize instruction, monitor individual student progress, and implement strategies to meet the needs of all students. Come experience the journey toward assisting students to academic excellence.

Session 407: Liz Kids—A Mentor Program Used to Build Relationships between At-Risk Students and Staff. 

Strand: DR

School to Watch: West Carter Middle School, KY 
Location: Salon G

Presenters: Sherry Horsley, Liz Sinor, and Rebecca Corsetti

Description: Schools need to establish expectations that all students will become connected with a caring adult at school.  Over half of our children struggle with risk factors that create barriers to success.  Early intervention can reduce barriers that cause kids to become academically at-risk.  Liz Kids, a mentor program, allows staff to identify at-risk students, select 3-5 students to mentor, plan interventions, build relationships, and monitor student success.  Administration is a pivotal factor in providing resources, support, and sustaining this program.  


Session 408: A Title 1 School Beats the Odds and SOARs to Become a School to Watch
Strand: AE

School to Watch: Southwood Middle School, SC 
Location: Salon H

Presenters: Evelyn Murphy, Walter Mayfield, and Kathy Dobbins

Description: A shared vision takes Southwood Middle School on a quest for academic excellence.  Hear about our all inclusive support system that has led our journey to become a School to Watch.  Over the last six years the poverty level has risen.  Despite the fact that our poverty level is high and one fourth of our population is served in Special Education we continue to SOAR.  We have earned a SC Silver Flag for increasing improvements over the last five out of six years.  Failure is not an option, and we accept no excuses.


Session 409: Chowan Middle School’s Developmental Response to Early Adolescents
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Chowan Middle School, NC 
Location: Salon J

Presenters: Tanya Turner, Tammi Ward, and Phillip Gatling

Description: Chowan Middle School has created a school environment where ALL of their students can be successful.  After three years of implementing these responsive strategies, CMS has achieved high growth, met all the state’s accountability standards, and hit all 21 of NCLB’s AYP targets.  

Session 410: Pursuing Academic Excellence at the Middle Level
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Dorseyville Middle School, PA 
Location: Salon K

Presenters: Matthew Harris, Pat Clark, Jonathan Nauhaus, Mark Cooper, Tim Derbish, Kelli Flanigan, Cathie Gillner, and Mike Wolinsky

Description: Academic excellence at Dorseyville Middle School is an expectation for all students.  This presentation demonstrates how quality work, clearly communicated statements of learning, differentiated instruction and a systematic student achievement plan builds a rigorous curriculum for all students.  Dorseyville Middle School uses a comprehensive support structure through a unique secondary RtI Model and an academic achievement plan to respond to a variety of needs and ensure all students learn.
Session 411: The Responsive Classroom Model – Morning Meeting – It Works at the Middle School Level

Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Montgomery Middle School, NJ
Location: Salon I

Presenters: Michael Richards and Georgianna Kichura

Description: The bedrock of our success at Montgomery Lower Middle School is rooted in the inception of Responsive Classroom (RC) and the belief of all staff that this approach does make a difference. The Responsive Classroom approach is a way of teaching that emphasizes social, emotional, and academic growth in a strong and safe school community. Continually refined to meet our school’s needs, the approach consists of practical strategies for helping children build academic and social emotional competencies day in and day out.   We believe that RC, especially Morning Meeting, sets a tone in our building that is missing at the middle school level.  Though we respect the use of advisory, we find RC sets us apart and is appropriate for our student population.  

Session 412: Narratives and Nations:  A Language Arts Workshop Method Crosses the Hall to the Social Studies Classroom 
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Mountain View Middle School, NJ
Location: Salon II

Presenters: Erin Solej, Christopher Blockus, and Victoria Dean

Description: Beyond just reading and writing, Mountain View crosses boundaries by utilizing a parallel “workshop” structure including inspired inquiry, thematic approach, and authentic practices.  Students apprentice themselves to literary and historical mentors from poets to politicians; C.S. Lewis to Lewis and Clark, in order to master evaluative methodology.

Session 413: Reading, Writing, and Vocabulary:  The Keys to Learning Content at Any Level

Strand
: AE/SE

School to Watch: Keynote Speaker

Location: Salon III

Presenters: Sharon Faber

Description:
Every child can and will learn given the appropriate opportunity.  How do we modify our teaching strategies in the classroom to make sure that these appropriate opportunities happen for all students?  While many teachers were never trained to teach reading or writing in their content, they get students who are struggling readers or even non-readers in their classes.  This session will provide specific and practical techniques that can be used by teachers in all subject areas to assist students with their comprehension and writing skills.

Session 414: Let’s Get It Started:  Creating Organizational Structures that Support Student Success

Strand: OS

School to Watch: Granger Junior High School, CA 
Location: Salon IV

Presenters: Robert Bleisch, Mary Rose Peralta, and Susan Mitchell

Description: How do you begin the trajectory to success?  What should come first?  Find out how a CA STW—with a large minority, economically disadvantaged, English Learner population established the initial organizational structures that supported their path toward excellence.  They will focus on 3 simple structures that they created that immediately improved school climate and student learning:  Mandatory Homework, PM Character Development, and Attendance Intervention.  Once established, these structures allowed other interventions to succeed. Creating these structures is rooted in the belief that all teachers deserve the systematic support that makes it possible for them to focus on their first best lesson.  

3:45 – 4:45 pm Friday, June 25, 2010
Session 501: Developmental Responsiveness at It’s Best
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Arthur A Libby School, IL  
Location: Salon A

Presenters: Roshonda Booker, Patrick O’Connor, Marrisa Spight, and Sandra Mitchelll

Description: Developmental Responsiveness at its Best focuses on the socio-emotional component of the middle school model. See first hand how an inner-city school created dynamic exploratory, advisory, and other programs that support the socio-emotional needs of their students. Participants will gain a better understanding of how to meet the socio-emotional needs of their middle school students.
Session 502: Traditions: A Non-Traditional Approach
Strand: OS

School to Watch: Mary G. Porter Traditional School, VA 
Location: Salon B

Presenters: Kimberly Lennox, Kaitlyn Engelmeier, Peggy Geyer, Nikki McCullor, Meghan Ship, and Jayne Reck

Description: Mary G. Porter uses “Traditions” (school-wide agreements) to foster communication and consistency between and among grade levels and specialists.  In this presentation, we will share the ones that have been most effective for us.  Some examples include the use of Thinking Maps, Integration sheets, and Star Qualities (character development).  Participants will leave with specifics to share with their schools!

Session 503: Closing the Achievement Gap
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Oliver Wendell Holmes Middle School, CA
Location: Salon C
Presenter: Gregory Vallone

Description: See how one school disaggregated data to create an intervention program within the school day to meet the needs of each child in English-language arts and math.  Learn how to use formative data to guide instruction and focus on individual student needs as opposed to generic re-teaching. The effectiveness of this program is exemplified by the fact that students perform at an 89% proficiency rate in algebra. 
Session 504: Moodle – A New Curriculum Tool for Making 21st Century Learning Connections

Strand
: OS

School to Watch: Triton Central Middle School, IN
Location: Salon D

Presenters: Todd Crosby, Greg Hill, Lori Diehl, and Stephanie Hey

Description: Triton Central Middle School will explain Moodle technology and how our staff uses it to share and discuss  our students’ work with our school community.  TCMS has developed a school wide implementation plan for Moodle to assure the effectiveness and efficiency of this program. Every teacher has been trained on Moodle and operates their own Moodle page to better communicate daily with both parents and students.  

Session 505: STAR 3.0 - The Evolution of Oakview Middle School’s Advisory Program
Strand: DR

School to Watch: Oakview Middle School, MI 
Location: Salon E
Presenters: Carl Zoolkoski, Liz Morgan, and Caren Russell

Description: Oakview Middle School opened its doors in the fall of 2002 with a new advisory program in place called S.T.A.R. (Student Teacher Affective Relationships). The program provides an avenue for teachers to develop meaningful relationships with students in a non-academic setting, based on the language of Turning Points 2000.  STAR has changed considerably over time to better meet our school’s needs.
Session 506: Mount Logan Discovery: A Field-Based Approach to Literacy
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Mount Logan Middle School, UT
Location: Salon F

Presenters: Bryce Passey and Eric Newell

Description: Educational researcher Rick DuFour said, “I don’t want to know all students can learn … I want to know what you do when they don’t.” Find out how struggling and reluctant readers at Mount Logan Middle School are gaining two to three years in reading ability with a unique field-based approach.  
Session 507: Extreme . . . Character, Achievement and Pride
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Benton Middle School, KY
Location: Salon G

Presenters: Kem Cothran and Tosha Arnold

Description: Research-based Thoughtful Education is used in all classes focusing on compare-and-contrast, vocabulary’s CODE(connect, organize, d​eep processing, evaluate), Reading for Meaning, questioning in style and task rotation.  Samples will be presented in this session for each of these aforementioned areas, as well as, “Sixth COOL!” This academy uses learning style inventories to help teach organizational skills and help sixth graders have a smooth social and academic transition from elementary. School wide upfront expectations during the first two weeks of school including a bullying unit help to reduce discipline and increase student achievement

Session 508: Creating a Culture of Success: Our Journey

Strand: OS

School: Ravenswood Middle School, NJ 
Location: Salon H

Presenters: Gary Higginbotham and Sharon Carroll

Description: Ravenswood Middle School is a rural, public school in West Virginia which was one year away from being a school of choice.  By 2008, we were recognized as an NCLB National Blue Ribbon School, and in 2010 were one of only ten schools in the nation named a NASSP National Breakthrough School.  Join us for an insiders look at our journey to the top.  We will provide proven methods and strategies that were implemented to insure student achievement and success, and that no child would be left behind.

Session 509:  Learning to Network & Networking to Learn

Strand
: OS
Organization:
 California League of Middle Schools & Education Technology for Life
Location: Salon J

Presenter: Mark Wagner

Description:
Many educators explore online tools with their students, but it is more important for teachers to build an online learning network than to master any specific tool. This inspirational session includes concrete ideas to use for your own professional development and for helping students join a global learning community.
Session 510: Pine Richland Middle School: Where our Belief Is…There is Joy in Learning.
Strand
: SE

School to Watch: Pine Richland Middle School, PA 
Location: Salon K

Presenters: Kathy Harrington, Aaron Cornell, Caitlin Bogosta, Joe Bailey, Jennifer Bubb, and Susan Frantz

Description: At Pine Richland Middle School we believe there is joy in learning. We will be discussing how we have grown over the past 3 years in academics, technology, school climate and customizing each students learning. PA Don Eicchorn Schools need to have clear plans for the future, including stretch goals. We will share our plans for future growth. At Pine Richland Middle School, we are more than a school, we are a family!

Session 511: Differentiating the Novel Study to Foster Successful Reading
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Coopersville Middle School, MI 
Location: Salon I

Presenters: Connie Busser and Elaine Teall

Description: Teaching a novel to a varied student population can be challenging.  This session will present two models: one differentiates assignments and assessments as all students study the same novel; the second uses cooperative learning groups to differentiate the study of various novels chosen to meet students at their reading level.
Session 512: School-Wide Strategies to Close the Gap with Underachieving Achieving Students

Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Conyers Middle School, GA
Location: Salon II

Presenter: Diron Ford

Description: This collaborative session explores the challenges that educators encounter with teaching underachieving students. The presenter will highlight practical research- based instructional practices that Conyers Middle has implemented to foster the engagement and support academic achievement. The presenter will provide an overview of best practices such as positive relationships, student organizational tools, and Cultural Relevant Teaching, and share how each played a role in making Conyers one of the state of Georgia’s’ Lighthouse STW.  

Session 513: Using Common Assessments to Increase Student Achievement
Strand
:AE

School to Watch: Spinning Hills Middle School, OH 
Location: Salon III

Presenter: Mark Henderson

Description: At Spinning Hills Middle School all teachers use common, frequent assessments to benchmark key concepts and the achievement of their students.  Short cycle assessments are administered quarterly with frequent unit assessments administered in between.  Results are analyzed by content teams and used to flexibly group students in a daily intervention period.   

Session 514: Creating an Environment of Academic Excellence: Using 

Teacher-Led Professional Development to Implement Best Practices 
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Medford Memorial Middle School, NJ
Location: Salon IV

Presenters: Phillip Petru and Pete Bisconte

Description: Learn effective strategies to utilize a teacher-led professional development team to implement best practices (DI and UbD) in your school.  Topics that will be addressed are: organizing and training your PD team, creating a PD plan using data, creative ways to schedule PD time, and assessing the effectiveness of your professional development.

8:30 – 9:30 am Saturday, June 26, 2010
Session 601: Ensuring Academic Excellence for All Students within a Professional Learning Community

Strand
AE

School to Watch: Springman Middle School, IL
Location: Salon A

Presenters: Heather Hopkins and Allyson Thorne

Description: Merging an effective middle school program with the Professional Learning Community model provided Springman Middle School with a unique opportunity to create a structure that supports academic excellence for students.  Learn how we implemented a daily intervention/enrichment period that engages staff members in meeting the diverse needs of ALL students.

Session 602: Maximizing Time at School: The Evolution of Harper Park’s Master Schedule
Strand: OS

School to Watch: Harper Park Middle School, VA
Location: Salon B

Presenters: Sam Shipp, Jean Austin, and Meshelle Cary

Description: Making the most of your students’ and teachers’ time at school is a must.  The staff’s presentation from Harper Park Middle School will focus on the school’s organizational structure and will give you insight into what has been done to take full advantage of everyday.  The school now incorporates, on alternating days, a block of cross-curricular team planning and a block of planning time for content teachers.  We feel that we have been able to create the best of all worlds at Harper Park by having the cross-curricular teaming and department planning embedded within the school day – which all leads to increased student achievement!  Hear from the principal and staff regarding this process and the benefits and “watch fors” that have come along with this change.
Session 603: Transforming School Culture through Developmental Responsiveness
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Granger Junior High School, CA
Location: Salon C

Presenters: Richard Grove, Derrick Almero, and Maria Elena Galleher

Description: Learn how a 2010 CA STW-is serving a largely Hispanic, socioeconomically disadvantaged, English Learner student population created a culture of academic success and reduced gang presence in the neighborhood by addressing the developmental challenges of the young adolescents in her community. Granger raised the school-wide API more than 150 points in 5 years and transformed the school and community by providing comprehensive support services to all students, creating partnerships with community organizations and universities, increasing extracurricular options for students, and building a family-friendly school with a dedicated Parent Volunteer Center by partnering with parents.  Presenters will share elements of their after school program, how they motivate and recognize students, and ways to get students, families and community members  to buy-in and get involved!


Session 604: Putting It All Together—Integrated Lessons Worth Teaching

Strand
: AE
School to Watch: Lee County Middle School, GA 
Location: Salon D

Presenters: Sue Vanzant

Description: This session is well worth your time and effort. Get hands-on, how-to, fully-integrated lessons. You’ll leave wanting more.
Session 605: Meeting the Needs of Accomplished Readers and Writers

Strand
: AE

School to Watch: North Oldham Middle School, KY
Location: Salon E

Presenters: Erika Wardlow and Robb Smith

Description: We want to differentiate, but what is the best way to utilize the resources that are available and put them into a format which is effective?  The workshop approach, which works well in the regular Language Arts classroom, is the optimal setting for a population of accelerated learners, too. 
Session 606: Seahawk Time:  Our Way of Making Enrichment and Intervention Activities Available to ALL Students.

Strand
: All

School to Watch: Syracuse Junior High School, UT
Location: Salon F

Presenter: Robin Bowden

Description: Educators often expect students to make wise use of time often without providing unstructured time for them to practice this skill.  Socio-economic factors may pre-determine whether a student can participate in enrichment or remediation.  By providing time within the school day, ALL students learn to self-select activities most appropriate.    
Session 607: Breaking Down the Barriers to Student Learning
Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Boyd County Middle School, KY 
Location: Salon G

Presenters: Bill Boblett and David Trimble

Description: In this session the participants will learn about practical best practice methods that they can immediately take back and use in their own schools.  Participants will learn how the staff of BCMS uses programs and practices such as Day Treatment, Academic Conditioning, Primetime, Learning Extensions, Homework Hangout, Transition Activities, Family Resource Center, Readifest, 21st  CC afterschool program, Successmaker Math and Carbo reading labs to ensure that every day at BCMS is truly “a great day to be a Wildcat!”

Session 609: Non-Threatening Evaluations…How to Make It Happen.
Strand
: OS

School to Watch: North Oldham Middle School, KY 
Location: Salon J

Presenter: Carrie Pitsenberger

Description: The purpose of this session is to assist administrators in fostering professional growth in teachers without the anxieties associated with traditional approaches to evaluations.  Attendees will view actual performance evaluations and take away the materials used in these conversations.  Highlighted will be the questions and techniques used to ensure rich dialogue and self-reflection.

Session 610: Engaging 21st Century Learners
Strand: AE

School to Watch: DuBois Area Middle School, PA
Location: Salon K

Presenters: Michael Newman, Nicole Hill, Christine Kline, Jessica Powers, Mary Lou Trzyna, Diana McMullen, and Shelly Senior

Description: When students use technology as a tool in the classroom, they take an active role in their learning. The DuBois Area Middle School is using technology to build 21st Century skills with project-based learning. The group will demonstrate how Microsoft PowerPoint, Windows Movie Maker, Microsoft Photostory, vodcasts, wikis, and CPS responders are used in all subject areas to reach different types of learners in order to keep the students motivated. Using technology, our students are stimulating their writing skills, collaborating with peers, and problem solving while meeting the Pennsylvania State Standards.

9:45 – 10:45 am Saturday, June 26, 2010
Session 701: Rural School Continues to “Raise The Bar”
Strand
: DR/SE

School to Watch: Mayo Middle School, IL
Location: Salon A

Presenters: Warren Sperry, Melanie Ogle, Marilen Wegner, and Mary Liz Wright

Description: Find out how middle school students earn over $20,000 a year in college scholarships! Mayo Middle School, in a small rural community, continues to build a healthy social environment – enhancing peer and family skills for the future.  Close relationships of faculty, staff, and community accomplish this.  With a diverse socioeconomic population, MMS adapts to student individuality through equal and positive access to enrichment activities and knowledge.  Social responsibility and personal successes are well rewarded.  MMS students have received over $164,000 in college scholarships!  Come find out how!
Session 702: Building Success with 21st Century Skills

Strand: AE

School to Watch: Southeast Middle School, NC 
Location: Salon B

Presenters: Stephanie Gentry and Deb Neal

Description: Through the Single School Culture model and technology integration, Southeast Middle School is improving academic excellence for all students.  Effective instructional strategies and engaging activities are demonstrated through the use of distance learning, cutting-edge technology, and professional learning communities.    

Session 703: Safe and Sound
Strand: OS
School to Watch: Dixon Middle School, NC
Location: Salon C

Presenters: Kadren Davis
Description: This session will focus on the guidelines and principles presented in the Safe School program instituted by Randy Sprick. This system focuses on one middle school’s effort to provide a safe and orderly school setting. The session provides insight into the uses of discipline data and the philosophy of creating a safe environment among staff members and the pupils. Participants will get an overview of the implementation and progression of the Safe Schools plan of integration into the middle school setting.
Session 704: Learning Through Relationships
Strand
: DR/SE
School to Watch: Rising Starr Middle School, GA 

Location: Salon D

Presenters: Len Patton, Clorinda Roache and Jeff Patterson


Description: This session explores how we use current best practices such as student-led conferences, service learning, and interdisciplinary units to increase student learning and strengthen student – student and student-teacher relationships.  The students are able to explore and learn about their place in the world.
Session 705: In the Trenches, Responding to the Developmental Needs of Adolescents

Strand
: DR

School to Watch: Mount Washington Middle School, KY
Location: Salon E

Presenters: Denise Allen, Stephanie Carver, and Josh Meredith

Description: Developmental responsiveness is an essential attribute of a successful middle school. At Mount Washington Middle we have found success in meeting the unique developmental challenges of adolescents. This session will provide practical tools and program ideas that we have found to improve student engagement, school climate and overall school success. 


Session 706: The Book Behind the Cover – Setting High Expectations For Academic Excellence     
Strand: AE

School to Watch: Conyers Middle School, GA 
Location: Salon F

Presenter: Vanessa Carter

Description: Today’s educational policy requires the creation of classroom environments that support learning for all students. This presentation discusses changing the mindset of teachers to successfully teach all students, the importance of creating a culture of high expectations, best practices and lessons that can engage and motivate students to be critical thinkers and problem solvers.

Session 708: Roll with the Changes; Leading Successful Implementation of New Ideas Using your School’s Learning Community
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: James E. Bazzell Middle School, KY
Location: Salon H

Presenter: Rick Fisher

Description: This session will focus on an eight step process to implement successful change in your school.  Examples will center on professional learning communities, curriculum development, data analysis, research based teaching strategies, school culture and more.
Session 709: Interactive Notebooks in the Classroom
Strand: AE

School to Watch: North Oldham Middle School, KY
Location: Salon J

Presenter: Carol Lynn Warren

Description: This session will focus on the use of interactive notebooks in the science classroom and how it can be utilized in other content areas. Participants will have an opportunity to look at real life student examples of interactive notebooks, and engage in discussion concerning their instructional benefit in the classroom. These notebooks include unit essential and guiding questions/answers, graphic organizers, activities/labs, warm-ups, reflections, and study aides.

Session 710: Learning Style Profile: One Means to Differentiate Instruction for Academic Excellence
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: Coopersville Middle School, MI
Location: Salon K

Presenter: Thomas Fox

Description: In this session teachers are given an Excel program with two websites, table, and graph. The websites survey student preferences in the eight intelligences (Howard Gardner). The table allows students to enter their survey scores. The graph depicts each students unique learning style. Students use the profile to select projects and assessments. 


11:00 – 12:00 pm Saturday, June 26, 2010
Session 801: One–to-One: Make Learning Fun

Strand: AE

School to Watch: Coopersville Middle School, MI

Location: Salon A
Presenter: Cynthia Miller

Description: Find out how our district is integrating technology keeping Marzano’s Instructional Strategies in mind.  Come learn about our One-to-One initiative; implementation, management, integration, and support.  Find out our “Top Ten List” of learning tools that we are using with netbooks.

Session 802: Social Equity: Algebra for All 8th Graders

Strand: SE

School to Watch: Granger Junior High School, CA 

Location: Salon B
Presenters: Kevin Beiser , Mary Rose Peralta, and Susan Mitchell

Description: Si, se puede.  Learn how a CA STW—took one of the poorest communities in San Diego County defied all odds and raised student achievement in Mathematics by placing all 8th graders in Algebra—one of the gatekeeper classes for college.   Learn the structural and instructional strategies they used to ensure student success in raising rigor in Math in a school community with a large minority, economically disadvantaged (90%  Free and reduced lunch), English Learner population.

Session 803: Teacher Power…In An Hour! Taking Back Your Classroom(Classroom Management)

Strand
: AE
School to Watch: Center for Teacher Excellence

Location: Salon C

Presenters: Darlene Avery

Description: 
Are you running your classroom or is your classroom running you? In one hour you will learn simple strategies to diffuse and amuse not confuse and abuse! Alleviate up to 70% of classroom discipline problems, walk away with simple yet effective techniques and more time to teach. Start using them on Monday!

Session 804: Organizational Systems that Have Lead a California STW School on a Trajectory toward Success!

Strand
: OS

School to Watch: Edna Hill Middle School, CA 
Location: Salon D

Presenters: Kirsten Jobb, Amy Wallace, and Polly Gallagher

Description: A California STW school shares how to maximize student achievement through organizational structures and processes.  Build capacity among school leaders and educators within the dynamic of your school in order to build community, relationships and to ultimately close the achievement gap. The ultimate goal is to ensure no child is left behind. 


Session 805: The Use of Thinking Strategies and Journaling in the Math Classroom
Strand: AE

School to Watch: East Oldham Middle School, KY 
Location: Salon E

Presenters: Sara Owen and Lynda Redmon

Description: This session will focus on the incorporation of thinking and problem solving strategies in the Math classroom.  Participants will learn about specific thinking strategies and the implementation of these through the use of a daily Math Journal format that mirrors the mathematical problem solving process and includes written reflection.

Session 806: ReadiStep, the College Board’s New Middle School Assessment
Strand
: PW
Organization: The College Board
Location: Salon F

Presenters: Vicki Cabrera and Barbary Keith

Description:
The ReadiStep assessment is a new middle school assessment from the College Board. Participants will learn how the ReadiStep program can help middle school educators gain feedback that will help them prepare students for academic success and put students on a path toward college readiness. 
Session 807: Communicating Student Learning
Strand
: AE

School to Watch: South Oldham Middle School, KY 
Location: Salon G

Presenters: Sara Taylor, Jennifer Napier, and Jenn Crase

Description: Recognizing pitfalls of the traditional grading system, South Oldham Middle School decided to make a change.   They believed that a grade should communicate what students have learned and that pitfalls such as worshipping averages and giving zeros for missing work undermined the purpose of the grade.  Learn one school’s journey and gain information on how to make a similar change in your own school.

Session 808: Order in the Classroom:  Classroom Management Strategies That Save Instructional Time and Improve School Climate

Strand
: PW
Organization: Center for Teacher Effectiveness


Location: Salon H

Presenters: David Lange


Description: This session focuses on classroom management strategies based on five components:  1)  Unconditional Positive Regard, 2) Self Control, 3) Classroom Arrangement & Design, 4) Refocus, and 5) Teach-To's.  The strategies are designed to improve student focus, drastically reduce problem behaviors so all students feel accepted, and increase instruction time.
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